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The simpleanswerto economicwoes

06 with NORMANABJORENSEN

DAWKINS

andReithandallthe othershavegotit wrong.

It seemsthat they're
on the

wrongtrack
altogether

abouthow to

get the economybackintoshape.The
answerthathas eludedthemis inter-

national chain letters.

According

to one now doingthe
roundsin

Canberra,

it doesnot even
callitselfa chain letter.

No,it is a
"mutualfinancial assistance pro-
gram,"a schemeto make $500,000

"legally".

It urgesthe
recipient

to pay
moneyintothe bankaccountof peo-
ple namedin the letterwiththe
promiseof

receivinggreatrichesin
return.

It was passedto The
Canberra

Timesby a readerin
Chisholm

who
had receivedit in a

hand-addressed

envelope from Bega.The recipient

doesnotknowhowshegoton thelist

nordoessheknowanyof thepeople

named.Further,she knowsno-onein
Bega.



Canberra Times (ACT : 1926 - 1995), Monday 26 October 1992, page 8 (2)

National Library of Australia http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article126951683

Under the alluringheading
"Wouldan Extra$500,000Come in
Handy?"

the blurbgoeson to de-
scribethe

"program"

as "a unique
self-help programwhichwas devel
opedto givepeoplein

financially

difficult circumstances
the opportu-

nityto assistone anotherfor their

mutualbenefit".

All you do is pay
$50 intothe namedbankaccountof

thenextpersonon thelistandspend

a further$100
photocopying

the

"program"

plusa new nameand ad-
dresslistwithyourownnameon it.
And presto!— within"fourto eight

weeks"you willreceive financial
as-

sistanceof
"$500,000

or more"with-

outanyrisk.

Now,if thiswereapplied interna-

tionally,Australiawouldn'thave to
worryaboutsuchmessythingsas
tariffs,enterprisebargainingand so
on. All we wouldneed is

Australia

Post,a good
photocopier

and an ar-
my of

mailpeople

to bringin thelu-
cre.So

simple!

Alien abduction
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A typicalexampleof an
apparent

abductionwouldbe wherean indi-
vidual wakesduringthe nightpara-
lysedand feelinga senseof
"presence"

in the bedroom.An un-
usualbeingmay be seen.The next
conscious recollection

of the individ-

ualis of beingelsewhere,

in a space

or room where interactionbetween

him/herand the beingoccurs.
He/sheis then returned home?

Doesany of thatsound
familiar?

If
it doesyou havemostlikelybeen
abducted

by aliens,but are too em-
barrassed

to tellanyoneaboutit. Fear
not,for helpis at hand.The above

accountis takenfroma pamphlet

issuedby UFO ResearchAustralia

whichis conductinga national

phone-inserviceto assist Australians

who believetheymay havebeenab-
ductedby aliens.The hotline number

is (08)251 2773between6 and 11
pm, and all callswillbe in strict

confidence.

■ WE'VE TRIEDto naildownthis
following story,but

there's

a bitof a
smokescreen aroundit. But we'lldo
ourbestto relatewhatwe know, with

a lurkingsuspicionthatit mighthave
growna bitin the

telling.

The
smoke-free

ANU had a few
puffersin the Law Facultywho were

not
entirely happyaboutmissing

their nicotine
fix,butundera bitof

pressure one agreedto undertake

counselling

and try to kickthe habit,
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the secondagreedto succumbonly
in the

privacy

of hisroomandthen
withhis headout the

window,
butthe

thirdstood defiantly

by his butt.It
was,

according

to a
reliable source,

thisverybuttthatwasto cause

problems becausewhen flickedfrom
a

window
it

landed
on a

person

closelyassociatedwith university

occupationalhealthand safety.No
names, no pack drill— but the case

has not yet been
adjourned.

■ A JOKERin RedHillhasa sick

senseof humour.The 40km/h

schoolzonesignin MuggaWay has
been overlaidwithone reading

100km/h.But the person reporting

it to 06 sawa
possibleupside

to it
in that only

out-of-towners

were
likelyto getcaught— andone
mightbe Richard Carleton.

Coursereallyclicks
Haveyoueverwantedto graspthe

shearsin yourthin,bonyhands?Fix
yourgaze...,etc?

Well,a few yearsago,whenwool
priceswerehigh,and AlanBondwas
stilla hero,a lotof

peopledid.

In fact, SouthernAdult Education

Centreshad so manypeoplewanting

to learnto sheara
jumbuckthatthey

hadto putsomeon a
waiting list.

Now,withwoolno longercom-
mandingsuch prices, interesthas
waned— but you can stilllearnhow
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to do it,evenif it is onlyto
under-

standwhat thosestrangewordsin
ClickGo the Shears really mean.

A new classbeginson
Thursday,

and, while organiser Elizabeth Wad-
dellsaysit won't turnyouintoa gun
shearer overnight,

you willat least
leamthe basicssuchas whereto
placeyourfeet,howto holdthesheep

and how to adjustthe
handpiece.

Mostof the peopleenrolling
are

fathersand sonsand hobbyfarmers

— but a numberof womenhavealso
wanted

to giveit a go.
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"It'salwaysvery
enjoyable,

and
very hands-on," Elizabethsays.
The ownerof the

property, Moun-

tainView,on the BartonHighway,

wherethe classesare heldis Bob Wil-

son, who has wieldedthe shearsfor

35 years,and has someveryexperi-

encedold sheepwhichare willingto
entrusttheirfleeceand limbsto nov-
ices.

Elizabethsays you can learn
enoughto sheartwoto threesheepan
evening,and some formerstudents

have gone on to becomefull-time

shearers.

The coursetakessevenweeks,and
classes

areonenighta weekforthree

hours.

The costis $150and moredetails

can be providedby
Elizabeth

Wad-
dellon 226 2223.

■ Goodmorningto Ansett

Australia's
sales and marketing

manager,
JeffEager— and to

Ansett Express'spublicityand
promotions manager,Andrew Wise.


